Human Rights Defenders condemn the increase of violence against women
human rights defenders and journalists in Mexico

The Human Rights Organizations signatories below condemn the murders of the human
rights defender Carmela Elisarraraz Méndez and the two journalists Ana Maria Marcela
Yarce Viveros and Rocio Gonzalez:

* August 28 of the present year, Carmela Elisarraraz Méndez, leader in the
defence of the rights and dignities of sex workers and secretary of the
organization Monarcas Libertad de Michoacan, was murdered in Morelia.

* September 1, the beaten and murdered bodies of two journalists were found in
Mexico City. Ana Maria Marcela Yarce Viveros, founder and reporter of
Contralinea, and Rocio Gonzalez, independent journalist.

These cases of femicide are not isolated acts and add to the seven human rights
defenders and three journalists murdered in our country since 2010, in a national context
of intensified violence against women.

As well as these terrible acts, many women human rights defenders and journalists have
been the object of threats to themselves and their family members, attacks on their
physical integrity and their assets, arbitrary detentions and other forms of violence.

Just last September 6, police agents from the investigative police agency, Jalisco State
Attorney General (PGJEJ, the Spanish initials), detained Rocio Moreno, defender and
representative of the Community Assembly of Mezcala de la Asuncion, in the
municipality of Poncitlan, Jalisco. Detained through deception, she was later released.

The State of Mexico has failed in its obligation to protect and give the minimum
guarantees so that we women can exercise our right to the freedom of expression
and the defence of our rights.

We demand the appropriate authorities investigate the murder cases and attacks
against defenders and journalists, punish those responsible, and take all necessary
measures so that women human rights defenders and journalists can practice their work
in secure conditions.

Mexican Organizations:

Cuadernos Feministas, Fraccion de Mujeres del PRT, MUJERES UNIDAS:OLYMPIA
DE GOUGES, A.C., CDDH Fray Juan de Larios, Red Mesa de Mujeres de Ciudad
Juarez A.C., Mujeres por México en Chihuahua, Justicia para nuestras Hijas, Comision
de Solidaridad y Defensa de los Derechos Humanos, A.C., Comision Mexicana de
Defensa y Promocién de los Derechos Humanos A.C., Centro Diocesano para los
Derechos Humanos Fray Juan de Larios A.C., Nuestras Hijas de Regreso a Casa A.C,



Pacto por la Cultura, Centro de Derechos de las Mujeres A.C., ENLACE, Comunicacion
y Capacitacion, Grupo de mujeres de San Cristébal de las Casas A.C., Municipio
Autonomo Zapatista, Tamaulipas Diversidad y VIHDA Trans A.C., Alternativas Pacificas
A.C., Ciudadanos en Apoyo a los Derechos Humanos A.C., CLADEM-México,
Lesbianas en Patlatonalli A. C., Centro para los derechos de la Mujer Naaxwiin, Red
Nacional de Promotoras y Asesoras Rurales, Centro de Derechos Humanos Bartolomé
Carrasco Brisefio A.C., Circulo Profesional para la Formacion con Equidad de Género
iNdudxa Ndandi!, Mujeres Organizadas Yuubani, Consorcio para el Dialogo
Parlamentario y la Equidad Oaxaca A.C., Red Feminista Sonorense, Servicios
Humanitarios en Salud Sexual y Reproductiva, Colectivo Feminista de Xalapa A.C.,
Coordinadora Guerrense de Mujeres Indigenas y Afromexicana, Instituto Guerrerense
de Derechos Humanos A.C., OPIM, Centro de Derechos Humanos de la Montafa
Tlachinollan, Centro de Derechos Humanos Victoria Diez A.C., Las Libres A.C., Frente
de Pueblos en Defensa de la Tierra, Proyecto Derechos Econdmicos Sociales y
Culturales, Comité Cerezo, Serapaz, H.l.J.0.S., Asociadas por lo Justo, Sociedad
Mexicana Pro Derechos de la Mujer AC, Asociacion para los Derechos de la Mujer y el
Desarrollo AWID, Nuestras Hijas de regreso a casa, Codigo DH, Colectivo Feminista
Socialista Rosas Chillantes, Centro de Apoyo al Trabajador, Consorcio para el Dialogo
Parlamentario y la Equidad, Semillas, FOCA, {SI NO ESTAN ELLAS. NO ESTAMOS
TODAS!, Movimiento pacto por la Cultura, Colectivo: Arte, Comunidad y Equidad, Grupo
de Articulacion Justicia en Juarez, Modemmujer, Red Feminista de Comunicacion
Electrénica

International Organizations:

Honduras: Centro de Derechos de Mujeres [Center for Women’s Rights]; Movimiento
de Mujeres por la Paz “Visitacion Padilla” [Women’s Movement for Peace “Visitacion
Padilla”]

Guatemala: Mujeres Transformando el Mundo [Women Transforming the World];
UDEFEGUA; Mujeres Tierra Viva [‘Living Earth” Women'’s Organization]; Organizacion
Mujeres en Superacién [Overcoming Women Organization]

Nicaragua: Campaia 28 de Septiembre [The 28th of September Campaign]

Panama: Alianza de Mujeres de Panama [Women'’s Alliance — Panama];

AWID



